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a Few Things Tempting  
Co-op Members to  
the Outdoors 

FROM WASTE TO 
(ENERGY!) WEALTH
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Feeling is believing.

You may not see your underground WaterFurnace geothermal system.  

But you’ll definitely notice its effects.

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT*

visit us at waterfurnace.com

Geothermal is the only renewable that provides reliable operation 24 hours a day,  

7 days a week, 365 days a year.

When it comes to your HVAC system, you primarily want to know whether it 

will comfortably heat and cool your home. With WaterFurnace, that answer is a 

resounding “yes.” Our units operate for longer periods at lower speeds, providing 

stable temperatures all year round. This helps eliminate hot or cold spots, so you’ll 

be comfortable in every room. Experience a WaterFurnace geothermal system in 

action, and you’ll feel the difference.

The Reliable Renewable is a trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc.

• 30% through 2032, 26% through 2033 and 22% through 2034
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panoramic view of the 
Borough of Bedford during a 
summer hike.
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VIEWS & COMMENTARY

Working Together to Avoid Grid Disaster
T H E Y S AY T I M I N G  I S  E V E RY T H I N G . T H E Y S AY T I M I N G  I S  E V E RY T H I N G . If that’s the case, recent environmental 
proposals have decidedly missed their mark. At a time when we are being 
asked to electrify much of our economy, from transportation to home 
heating, new U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposals are 
targeting the very resources we need to make this energy transition: our 
nation’s power plants. It’s not just bad timing. It’s a potential disaster.

We only need to be reminded of what happened last December 
during Winter Storm Elliott to understand the dire state of grid reliability. Nine states 
experienced rolling blackouts as the demand for electricity exceeded available supply. 
Nearly a quarter of the electric generation fleet in our region went offline. 

Earlier this year, the EPA proposed sweeping new regulations to reduce emissions at 
new and existing power plants. Reducing emissions is a worthy goal, but the regula-
tions rely on developing, yet-unproven technologies. While carbon capture and clean 
hydrogen show some promise, they are not ready or commercially available to the 
scale needed for power sector adoption. The proposed rules also contain timelines that 
are unrealistic and unachievable. 

If implemented, these regulations would require unworkable standards at coal and 
natural gas-fired power plants. They will lead to premature plant closures — operators 
will shut facilities down instead of making expensive improvements — while also 
making it harder to permit, site, and build critical new facilities. The result would only 
add greater reliability challenges to an already-stressed electric grid. 

Grid instability situations like we experienced last December will become more 
frequent if these new rules are put into place. According to the North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation (NERC), the disorderly retirement of existing generating assets 
across the country, and the insufficient replacement of that power capacity, is directly 
impacting reliability and increasing the risk of blackouts.

The EPA’s proposal is the wrong plan at a critical time for our nation’s energy future. It is 
unrealistic, unachievable, and will reduce key generating resources just as Americans are 
increasing their reliance on electricity. 

Cooperatives want to be a part of the solution. That’s why we have been working 
together to address these concerns. Your local electric cooperative and others in the 
state, along with the Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, the statewide association 
that represents your cooperative, and Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc., the power 
provider for your cooperative, have joined with our national organization, the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, to make our concerns known to the EPA. 

In letters, we’ve let the agency know these regulations could undermine the ability 
of electric cooperatives to provide affordable, reliable power to the communities and 
consumers we serve.  

Working together. That’s been the formula for success for electric cooperative organi-
zations for more than 80 years. It comes from a history of having to find solutions that 
work for the betterment of all. 

That’s why we’re asking the EPA to work with NERC, the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, regional transmission operators, and others in the electric industry, in-
cluding electric cooperatives, to create standards that meet emissions-reduction goals 
without endangering the reliability of the grid. Working together, we can find solutions 
for the betterment of all. 

STEVE BRAME
PRESIDENT & CEO
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EDITOR’SDESK 

G E T T I N G  T H E  W I L L I E S
Electric cooperative magazine 
editors gathered last month in 
Arlington, Va., for the annual 
business meeting of the National 
Electric Cooperatives Statewide 
Editors Association (SEA). The 
association works to support co-
operative publications like Penn 
Lines, addressing various industry 
matters like printing, advertising and postage. It also 
helps keep editors up to date on the latest trends 
in communications, from social media to artificial 
intelligence. SEA represents 32 publications across 
the country, reaching 12 million readers. 

But it’s not all business at the business meeting. 
Editors put their pens down for an evening to attend 
the annual Willies Awards program, held at the 
National Press Club in Washington, D.C. Named 
after Willie Wiredhand, the longtime mascot of rural 
electric cooperatives, the awards recognize the best 
in cooperative writing, photography, and design. 
Penn Lines was fortunate enough to earn a few 
“Willies” during the evening, including the award for 
Best News Feature. The award went to Paula Piatt for 
“Seeds of Support,” her Penn Lines feature story that 
delved into the topic of depression among farmers. 
Judges recognized Paula’s sensitivity in discussing 
an important issue. Congratulations, Paula!

R E M E M B E R I N G  CA R O L
Veteran editors at the SEA meeting 
in Arlington also took time to 
remember one of their own. Carol 
Moczygemba, the former editor 
of Texas Co-op Power, passed 
away in July after a long battle 
with Parkinson’s disease. Editors 
recognized Carol, a former SEA 
president, for her many contribu-
tions to cooperative magazines. As 
editor, she led Texas Co-op Power from 2001-2013, 
setting the example for other publications to follow. 
She was easy to spot at the Willies: Carol was the one 
holding all the awards. In 2002, she was featured on 
the cover of Rural Electric Magazine (inset) for a story 
about the impact of cooperative publications. She 
certainly had an impact on those around her.

Carol was a kind and curious soul — with a heart 
as big as Texas. I remember visiting her in Austin 
after she retired, when she apologized to me for 
her handwriting in a Christmas card she had sent. 
Using a pen had become difficult with Parkinson’s, 
but she insisted on writing to a friend. Here’s to 
remembering a friend. Thank you for writing. 

 
PETER A. FITZGERALD
EDITOR

A RARE FIND
‘Fickle’ orchid pops
up in Pennsylvania

Two botanists from Luzerne County, 
Stan Galenty and Rick Koval, have 
uncovered an extremely rare Three 
Birds Orchid (Triphora trianthophora) 
in northeast Pennsylvania. A crop of 
the tiny, highly sought-after orchids is 
growing on public property, but the 
exact location is being kept a secret for 
now as scientists work to study and 
preserve them.

“They are fickle,” Galenty recently 
told a reporter. “Sometimes they’ll 
pop up for a year and not to be seen 
again for who knows how long.” 

The orchid’s name is derived from 
its flower, which resembles three birds 
in flight. The 3- to 8-inch-high flower 
is most often found in forests across 
central and eastern North America.

“Just finding one of these is a bo-
tanical lottery,” Koval added. “It’s like 
Mega Millions to us.”

SOMETHING’S FISHY
Snakeheads surface
in the Susquehanna

The Pennsylvania Fish 
and Boat Commission 
(PFBC) is encouraging 
anglers who catch invasive northern 
snakehead fish to dispose of them and 
report their catch to the agency.

Recently, the fish, as well as evidence 
that they’re reproducing, have been 

KEEPINGCURRENT
 

NEWS•IDEAS•EVENTS

WINNING THE BOTANICAL LOTTERY:WINNING THE BOTANICAL LOTTERY: The extremely rare Three Birds Orchid has been 
found on state land in northeastern Pennsylvania. One of the men who stumbled across 
the flower likened the find to winning the botanical lottery.

spotted in the Conowingo Reservoir, 
a section of the Susquehanna River 
that flows from the Holtwood Dam in 
Lancaster County to the Conowingo 
Dam in Maryland. Natural resource 
agency biologists confirmed the sighting.

The PFBC and partner agencies 
have been monitoring the lower 
Susquehanna River for evidence of 
the northern snakehead since May 
2020, when 21 were found near the 
Conowingo Dam. 

Officials say the population is low, 
but documentation of reproduction is 
a concern. The fish, native to parts of 
China, Korea and Russia, is a voracious 
predator that could cause a decline in 
sport fish. They were first reported in the 
Mid-Atlantic region in the early 2000s.

Anglers who catch one are asked to 
immediately kill the fish by removing 
its head, gill arches or internal organs 
because the invasive species can 
survive outside of water for extended 
periods. Carcasses should be disposed 
of properly in the trash or used as 
garden fertilizer. 

For more information and a 
snakehead identification guide, visit 
fishandboat.com.

SCENIC AND SCARY
Route 6 most feared
road in the state,
survey says

Scenic Route 6, which crosses 
northern Pennsylvania from its 

U
.S. FO

REST SERVIC
E
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LISTEN TO THE TREES
Need to clear your head? 
Cooksburg’s Cook Forest State Park 
will be hosting a unique event, 
Shinrin-Yoku: Forest Bathing, 
on Sept. 9 for those interested 
in taking a slow, contemplative 
guided walk through the trees. 
Participants, who are being 
asked to bring water and wear 
comfortable walking shoes, should 
meet at 9:45 a.m. at the park office. 
Pre-registration for the free walk is 
required by calling 814-744-8407. 

ALWAYS REMEMBER
On the 22nd anniversary of the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, officials at 
the Flight 93 National Memorial 
will be honoring those who died 
when the hijacked plane crashed 
in Shanksville, Somerset County. 
The observance, free and open to 
the public, will begin at 9:45 a.m. 
and will also be live-streamed on 
the Flight 93 National Memorial 
YouTube Channel. Learn more at 
nps.gov/flni.

WANTED: 
HISTORY BUFFS
History buffs now have another 
reason to travel to Gettysburg. The 
Eisenhower National Historic Site 
will be hosting its 2023 World 
War II Weekend, Sept. 15-17. This 
year’s theme is “1943: America 
at War.” The weekend will include 
park rangers, guest speakers, 
living historians and partner 
organizations bringing the stories 
of 1943 to life through three days 
of programming and interactive 
activities for visitors of all ages. 
Learn more at nps.gov/eise.gov.

TWO COUNTIES,  
10 COVERED BRIDGES
If you’re a fan of covered bridges, 
take a trip to southwestern 
Pennsylvania later this month 
for the Washington and Greene 
Counties Covered Bridge Festival, 
Sept. 16-17. Ten of these historic 
structures will be featured, along 
with vendors, local food and live 
entertainment. Admission and 
parking are free. Learn more at 
visitwashingtoncountypa.com/
covered-bridge-festival. 

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER

TIMELINES

Twenty years ago, parts of 
Pennsylvania were still reeling from 
“the day the grid gave out.” On 
Aug. 14, 2003, 50 million people 
in seven states and Ontario — 
including cooperative consumers 
in northwestern Pennsylvania — 
lost power after a handful of major 
transmission lines in Ohio went 
down, raising concerns about the 
grid and its reliability.

SEPTEM
BER 2003

eastern to western border, has been 
named the most feared road in the 
state, according to a Ready.gov survey 
of 3,000 drivers. The survey asked 
drivers which route in each state they 
feared being stranded on the most.

The 403-mile stretch, which crosses 
territories served by Claverack Rural 
Electric Cooperative (REC), Tri-County 
REC, Warren Electric Cooperative and 
Northwestern REC, has been described 
by National Geographic as “one of 
America’s most scenic drives.” However, 
it ranked 42nd in the most-feared survey, 
where the No. 1 spot went to U.S. Route 
285 in New Mexico. The roads named 
in the survey generally pass through vast 
swaths of land with few services and are 
susceptible to weather hazards. 

Survey respondents said because the 
area along Route 6 is sparsely populated, 
drivers may need to wait for help. 
Portions of the highway in Wyoming 
and Pike counties were noted as being 
especially prone to fatal crashes.

GRIZZLY DISCOVERY
Oops! We goofed!

Eagle-eyed reader Randy Akam, 
a member of Northwestern Rural 

Electric Cooperative in Cambridge 
Springs, made a grizzly discovery in 
last month’s Penn Lines. And while 
we can’t bear to be wrong, we have to 
admit it: Randy caught us sleeping — 
or should we say, hibernating — on 
the details. Here’s his note: 

“Not to be a nitpicker, but in your 
August Penn Lines, in “Keeping 
Current,” you had an article on 
Pennsylvania adding more wildlife 
crossings near highways. The 
accompanying picture shows a grizzly 
bear crossing the highway. I don’t 
think we here in the Keystone State 
have to worry about hitting a griz on 
our roadways. Maybe use a picture of 
an established Pennsylvania species 
[instead] … like a whitetail deer, coyote, 
elk or black bear? Or maybe even a 
disputed species, such as a mountain 
lion or the ever-elusive Bigfoot?” 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 3  •   P E N N L I N E S 7
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JE FF FETZE R  
Penn L ines  Contr ibutor

Rattlesnakes and Redemption
are Just a Few Things Tempting

Co-op Members to the Outdoors

S O M E  H I K E R S  H I T T H E  T R A I L S O M E  H I K E R S  H I T T H E  T R A I L seeking solitude, scenery and 
mountain summits. Others go in groups to socialize as 
they exercise.

When Gregg Feaster, a member of Bedford Rural Electric 
Cooperative (REC), hikes in the summer, he searches for 
rattlesnakes.

On the last day of June, the first day in nearly a week 
the ridges surrounding Bedford were not obscured by the 
smoky haze from wildfires raging in Canada, Feaster spies 
a black timber rattler stretched out on a rock outcropping, 
not far from the Mid State Trail in Bedford County.

“Hey, you guys want to see a rattlesnake?” Feaster calls 
to his companions, Jeremy Oldham and Colin Milburn, 
who had remained on the hiking trail while Feaster 
ventured off in search of serpents.

With feigned enthusiasm, the pair break from the trail 
and watch from a distance as Feaster, armed with a snake 
hook, lifts a buzzing rattler from its sunning spot, and 
begins snapping photos with his cellphone.

“There’s another one coming out about 4 feet to your 
right,” yells Milburn, also a member of Bedford REC.

 “Is there really?” Feaster asks. “Oh, I see it. Actually, 
there’s two of them!”

By the time the hikers finish surveying the rock field, the 
group has spotted a half dozen rattlers, including several 
sporting the striking yellow-phase coloration.

Feaster is ecstatic. He has scouted this area many times 
since he began hiking regularly about five years ago and 
came across a rattlesnake only one time, and that one was 
just a baby. 

“You had asked me about my most memorable hikes?” 
Feaster says to this writer, who was invited to tag along 
with the group for the day. “Well, this was definitely one of 
them. You can bet I’m going to be up here a lot more.”

An avid hiker, Feaster likes to hit the local trails about 
once or twice a week, year round, although he prefers 
hiking in the fall and winter, when trails are free of 
brambles and knee-high vegetation, and temperatures are 
more to his taste.

“The only reason I hike in the summer, and spring is to 
look for snakes and amphibians, and I enjoy exercising 
outdoors,” he says. “I am not a fan of hot weather, ticks, 
spiders or poison ivy.”

Something for everyone
The universal appeal of hiking is that just about anyone 

can find some reason to get outside, get some exercise, 
and behold the Commonwealth’s scenic beauty and 
wildlife. It’s a low-cost activity that requires neither fancy 
equipment nor special skills. 

Pennsylvania is blessed with an abundance of natural 

TRAIL TRIBE:TRAIL TRIBE: A group of friends takes a photo break while on their 
annual Jan. 1 “First Day Hike” in Michaux State Forest in south-central 
Pennsylvania. The group includes, clockwise from left, Matt Cooper, 
Heather Cusick-Herman, Cathy Fisher, Kim Shaw, Petula Yingling, 
Heather Holt and Danielle DeFelice. Fisher, Shaw, Yingling and Holt 
are members of Adams Electric Cooperative.

SNAKE CHARMER:SNAKE CHARMER: Bedford Rural Electric Cooperative member 
Gregg Feaster photographs a timber rattlesnake he encountered 
during a late June hike in Bedford County.

JEFF FETZER
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T A K E  A  H I K ET A K E  A  H I K E

wonders, from waterfalls and boulder fields to scenic 
vistas and deep-cut gorges — and about 12,000 miles of 
hiking trails provide access to many of them. Thousands of 
miles of those trails traverse territories served by the state’s 
electric cooperatives, and members of those co-ops take to 
them for a host of reasons.

For Feaster, a dedicated mountain bike rider, hiking 
provides a way to spend more time outdoors, exploring 
new places, while getting a workout.

“I wanted to reach new spots that you can’t get to on 
wheels — boulder slides, steep, rocky ridge lines, ponds, 
etc.,” he says. “Plus, it’s something friends and family can 
join me on.”

His regular hikes are 5- to 7-mile treks with friends, but 
he also enjoys taking 15-mile solo hikes on the Mid State 
Trail and has hiked all 65 miles of it in Bedford County. 
Feaster has also logged 65 miles on the Appalachian 
Trail (AT) in Pennsylvania during weekend backpacking 
excursions with his brother. His bucket list, however, 
includes hiking a longer stretch of the AT across Virginia, 
West Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania. Since he works 
full time and is in the process of opening a distillery in 
Bedford later this year, he doesn’t expect to accomplish 
that feat for some time.

Social climber
Like Feaster, Heather Holt, an Adams Electric Cooperative 

member and employee, enjoys hiking on the AT, which runs 
through part of the cooperative’s territory in Franklin and 
Cumberland counties. 

Unlike Feaster, she has no bucket list of hikes, doesn’t 
travel much more than an hour to hike, and isn’t interested 

in overnight backpacking excursions or solo hikes. For Holt, 
the cooperative’s risk management coordinator, hiking is 
primarily a social activity that provides an opportunity to get 
outdoors and exercise with friends.

Holt took up hiking about five years ago after receiving 
an invitation on Facebook from a couple, now married, to 
go on a New Year’s Day group hike.

“They were going out to get exercise, see some views, 
and just spend time together, and asked their friends to 
join them,” she says. “It kind of just blew up from there. 
Afterward, everyone wanted to know when the next hike 
was going to be, so they created a Facebook page to let 
friends know about their next hiking meet-up.”

Holt says the group, which ranges in size from four or 
five people to as many as 20, meets up for day hikes every 
weekend in the spring and fall.

“New people come … old people come,” she says. “It’s 
kind of cool. I pretty much religiously go with them and 
have met a lot of people through the group hikes.”

After completing the 6- to 8-mile hikes, the group often 
stops somewhere for food and drinks.

“I would say my reason for hiking is probably opposite of 
most hikers,” Holt says. “I’m looking for that social part of it, 
catching up with my friends and having a way to celebrate 
afterward because we actually did some exercise.”

The group has hiked sections of the Appalachian Trail 
in Cumberland County, and some of Holt’s favorite hikes 
intersect with the AT in the area of Pine Grove Furnace 
State Park, which is the symbolic midway point of the 
2,190-mile trail that runs from Georgia to Maine.

“We are very fortunate to live in an area with a lot of 
trails nearby,” Holt says. “Within 30 minutes you can be at 
a lot of really cool spots.”

Her favorite hikes at the park, like the Sunset Rocks Trail 
and Pole Steeple Loop, offer steep ascents and great views.

“I like a climb,” Holt says. “My favorites are trails that just 
go straight up, so you can get the heartbeat going fast.”

Endurance enthusiast
Warren EC member Jim Penley, a social studies teacher 

and high school football coach, isn’t always looking to 
socialize or relax when he hits the trails. He views hiking as 
a sport that provides an opportunity to challenge himself 
physically.

“I was looking for something that I could do that would 
give me a good workout and, at the same time, get me out 

T A K E  A  H I K ET A K E  A  H I K E

SUCCESSFUL CHALLENGE:SUCCESSFUL CHALLENGE: Warren Electric Cooperative member 
Jim Penley shares a weary smile after completing the Allegheny 100 
Hiking Challenge. The annual event challenges hikers to traverse the 
100-mile section of the North Country Trail through the Allegheny 
National Forest in 50 hours. Penley has attempted the challenge  
10 times and was successful twice.

ALLEGHENY NATIONAL FOREST CHAPTER OF  
THE NORTH COUNTRY TRAIL ASSOCIATION
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into nature, which I’ve always loved,” Penley says.
He took his first hike a decade ago — but it was no 

typical Sunday afternoon stroll. It was a 230-mile journey 
across the Pennsylvania portion of the North Country 
Trail. The hike began north of Pittsburgh and ended at the 
New York border.

“It was a baptism by fire,” he says. “I decided that I 
really wanted to test myself. It forced me to get into shape 
physically and, when I got out on the trail, to get into shape 
mentally.”

Over the course of 10 days, the first-time hiker averaged 
23 miles a day while toting 45 pounds of gear. He loved 
the experience and soon began entering organized 
endurance hikes, also known as hiking challenges. For 
the past 10 years, Penley has participated in the Allegheny 
100 Challenge, which requires hikers to traverse the 100-
mile section of the North Country Trail in the Allegheny 
National Forest in 50 hours. 

To be successful, hikers must average 2 mph on the 
trail for 50 consecutive hours, a necessity that leaves little 

Lots of options to hit the trail in co-op country
With more than 12,000 miles of foot trails criss-crossing 
the state, Pennsylvania is a hiker’s paradise. And many of 
the state’s top trails traverse electric cooperative territory. 
The following list of National Scenic Trails and designated 
State Forest Trails in counties served by cooperatives 
just scratches the surface of options waiting for hikers to 
explore:
Appalachian Trail: The granddaddy of thru-hiking trails in 
the East, the 2,190-mile National Scenic Trail runs through 
Adams Electric Cooperative (EC) territory in Franklin and 
Cumberland counties and is known for its challenging, 
rocky terrain and breathtaking views.
Baker Trail: This 134-mile backpacking trail takes hikers 
along forest paths, farmland, rivers and creeks in six 
counties, including counties served by United Electric, REA 
Energy Cooperative and Warren EC.
Black Forest Trail: A challenging 42-mile loop, this back-
packing wilderness trail features multiple vistas and steep 
climbs in an area of northwestern Lycoming County served 
by Tri-County Rural Electric Cooperative (REC).
Bucktail Path: This 34-mile trail, featuring 200 acres of old 
growth hemlock and hardwood, begins at Sizerville State 
Park and ends at Sinnemahoning in Potter County, an area 
covered by Tri-County REC.
Golden Eagle Trail: Ranked as one of the best day-hikes in 
Pennsylvania, this 9-mile loop features challenging terrain, 
massive pines and an amazing view at the summit. It is 
located in the Pine Creek Gorge, another area served by 
Tri-County REC.
John P. Sailor Trail: This is a scenic 18-mile trail in Gallitzin 
State Forest in Somerset County, where Somerset REC is 
headquartered.
Lost Turkey Trail: This 26-mile trail includes a cable bridge 

and a monument to two children who got lost and died in 
the mountains in 1856. It is located in counties served by 
Bedford REC, New Enterprise REC and Somerset REC.
Loyalsock Trail: A 59-mile backpacking trail in Loyalsock 
State Forest that follows mountain ridges and hills and 
boasts some serious elevation changes, the trail cuts 
through Worlds End State Park, served by Sullivan County 
REC.
Mid State Trail: At 320 miles, the Mid State Trail is known 
as the longest footpath in the state. It runs roughly north-
south from the New York to Maryland border and passes 
through counties served by four electric cooperatives: 
Bedford REC, New Enterprise REC, Tri-County REC and 
Valley REC.
North Country Trail: One of 11 designated National 
Scenic Trails, the North Country Trail stretches 4,800 
miles, from North Dakota to Vermont. The trail, which runs 
through Warren EC territory in Warren County, includes a 
100-mile stretch through the Allegheny National Forest.
Old Loggers Path: This 27-mile trail takes hikers along 
Rock Run in northeastern Lycoming County, which is often 
described as the most beautiful stream in Pennsylvania. 
The trail is in and near areas served by Claverack REC and 
Sullivan County REC.
Quehanna Trail: Located in Moshannon and Elk State For-
ests, the 73-mile trail takes hikers through vast meadows 
and some of the most wild and beautiful country in the 
state. United Electric serves this area.
Rocky Knob Trail: The trail offers a short hike in the Mi-
chaux State Forest, which is covered by Adams EC.
West Rim Trail: This 30-mile hiking trail on the western rim 
of the Pennsylvania Grand Canyon in Lycoming and Tioga 
counties is in the Tri-County REC service territory.

time for sleep — a 20-minute nap is the longest Penley has 
allowed himself during his 10 attempts at completing the 
challenge. He has succeeded twice.

Penley participates in several other timed endurance 
hikes each year, traveling as far as Michigan to compete.

“I love hikes that are going to give me a nice view, but also 
take me into different types of forests, from deciduous to 
coniferous, and with different types of creeks and rivers,” he 
says. “I’m a bigger guy for a competitive hiker, and I actually 
hate the hills. But I also know the best views are at the top of 
the hill, and I want to feel like I’ve earned something.”

The North Country Trail, at 4,800 miles, is the longest of 
11 National Scenic Trails in the United States and is one of 
just two that traverse Pennsylvania. The other is the iconic 
Appalachian Trail. Unlike its famous cousin, the North 
Country Trail is rarely thru-hiked. The Appalachian Trail, 
on the other hand, sees several thousand hikers attempt to 
thru-hike its 2,190 miles each year, with only about a quarter 
of them finishing the journey.

Continued on page 12
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T A K E  A  H I K ET A K E  A  H I K E

Hiking for perspective
Claverack REC member Jeff Mitchell was among that 25% 

in 2022 when he conquered the summit of Mount Katahdin, 
Maine, the northern terminus of the AT, on July 29, nearly 

five months after his journey began at Springer Mountain in 
Georgia. 

“It was amazing — one of the best things I’ve ever done,” 
Mitchell says. “It was also one of the hardest things I’ve 
ever done. The trail beats you up. The terrain is really 
tough. It goes up and down relentlessly. It’s like climbing 
Mount Everest 16 times.”

Mitchell developed a passion for hiking when he was 
in his 20s while exploring the trails at Worlds End State 
Park in Sullivan County, home of Sullivan County REC. 
In the early 2000s, he wrote three books about hiking and 
backpacking in Pennsylvania and has chronicled more 
adventures on his “Hiking Mitch” Instagram feed, which 
has nearly 8,000 followers. 

In all those hikes, he says he never experienced 
anything as transformative as hiking the Appalachian 
Trail, a journey he took after losing his re-election bid for 
Wyoming County district attorney in 2021. He had held 
the post for 12 years.

The defeat forced the 47-year-old to contemplate his 
future.

“I thought about doing the responsible thing of going 
back to law practice,” he says. “But then I thought it’s now 
or never and made the decision to hike the Appalachian 
Trail.”

He admits the daily grind of living on the trail, missing 
the comforts of home, and being away from family and 
friends for such an extended period made him question 
that decision early on in his trek.

“You’re just wondering, ‘What the hell am I doing out 
here?’ ” he says. “You figure that out when you do it.”

By the time he reached the midway point of the trail at 
Pine Grove Furnace, he knew that hiking the AT had been 
the correct call. The hike has restored his faith in people. 

“As a D.A., I saw some pretty tough things,” he says. “I 
handled murder cases and often saw the worst side of 
people. After a while, a level of toxicity and cynicism builds 
up. The trail cleaned that away.”

He says there is a sense of community along the trail 
that he never experienced elsewhere, from the generosity 
of people living in towns along the trail who invited him 
into their homes and “trail angels” who dropped off food 
and drinks for hikers to the emotional support and sense 
of community shared by fellow AT hikers.

“The trail creates bonds and dynamics that don’t occur 
anywhere else,” he says. “There are people on the trail 
who are millionaires, and people who are dirt poor, and 
it makes no difference on the trail. You realize how little 
you need to live to be happy. You realize the importance of 
people.” 

HARDCORE HIKER:HARDCORE HIKER: Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative member Jeff 
Mitchell stands at the base of the High Rock Trail where it intersects 
with the Loyalsock Trail near Forksville, home of Sullivan County Rural 
Electric Cooperative. Mitchell has hiked extensively throughout the 
state and thru-hiked the 2,190-mile Appalachian Trail last year.

JEFF FETZER

Continued from page 11

12 P E N N L I N E S  •   S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 3



Claverack 
Rural Electric  
Cooperative

One of 14 electric cooperatives  One of 14 electric cooperatives  
serving Pennsylvania and New Jerseyserving Pennsylvania and New Jersey

CLAVERACK REC
32750 Route 6

Wysox, PA 18854
570-265-2167

1-800-326-9799
Email: mail@claverack.com

Website: https://www.claverack.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr. Robert R. Faux, Zone 2Dr. Robert R. Faux, Zone 2
ChairmanChairman

570-574-3531570-574-3531
Angela S. Joines, Zone 3Angela S. Joines, Zone 3

Vice ChairmanVice Chairman
570-756-4979570-756-4979

Danise C. Fairchild, Zone 1Danise C. Fairchild, Zone 1
Secretary/TreasurerSecretary/Treasurer

570-265-3599570-265-3599
Timothy T. Tewksbury, Zone 6Timothy T. Tewksbury, Zone 6

Vice Secretary/TreasurerVice Secretary/Treasurer
570-833-2320570-833-2320

Charles R. Bullock, Zone 7Charles R. Bullock, Zone 7
570-280-8470570-280-8470

Robert W. Fearnley, Zone 5Robert W. Fearnley, Zone 5
570-278-2288570-278-2288

Gary L. Hennip, Zone 4Gary L. Hennip, Zone 4
570-250-2200570-250-2200

Charles R. McNamara, Zone 8Charles R. McNamara, Zone 8
570-553-4385570-553-4385

Anthony J. Ventello, Zone 9Anthony J. Ventello, Zone 9
607-765-2615607-765-2615

Steve AllabaughSteve Allabaugh
President & CEOPresident & CEO

STAFF

Annette Koder, Executive Assistant
Nick Berger, Sr. Director, Engineering and Operations

Jennifer Jones, Chief Financial Officer
Brian Zeidner, Director, Member Services

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday

7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Casey Wood, VP, Communications
C&T Enterprises, Inc. 

COOPERATIVECONNECTION
Rising to the Challenge

CO M M U N I CAT I O N  H A S  B E E N  I N T E G R A L TO  CO M M U N I CAT I O N  H A S  B E E N  I N T E G R A L TO  my job in the member 
services department at Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) for 
the past 14 years. I’m honored and excited to focus on Claverack REC 
and Revolution Broadband in my new role as manager of communica-
tions and marketing. Communicating with our consumer-members is 
my primary focus, which I enjoy very much.

You are currently reading our award-winning publication, Penn Lines, so 
we know we are already successfully connecting with you here! However, 
we use a variety of other platforms to ensure our lines of communication 
with you are as open and effective as possible.

Our cooperative website, Claverack.com, offers a comprehensive overview of news, 
cooperative education and much more. The “Outage Center” provides a real-time status 
map and helpful steps to follow when you experience a power outage. We even provide 
a Facebook feed on our homepage, allowing you to see our most recent happenings and 
posts even if you are not a Facebook user. Answers to many of your questions can be 
found online.

Claverack’s new fiber subsidiary has a website of its very own, RevolutionBroadband.net. 
Here, you will find details and pricing for Revolution’s high-speed internet and phone packages, 
an interactive map showing availability, and multiple locations to register your interest for our 
services. There are answers to frequently asked questions on our support pages, and our news 
section offers articles about our fiber project and general educational information about the 
internet.

Social media is a widely used form of communication these days, and we have a 
Facebook page to connect with our members. Safety and energy efficiency information, 
important announcements, job openings and cool photos are just a few examples of what 
we post. On Facebook, search for “Claverack REC & Revolution,” and be sure to follow us.

SmartHub is our innovative, self-service tool for members to manage their accounts. 
SmartHub makes it easy to pay your bill online, set up auto pay, check your use, or report 
an outage from your computer or mobile device. Through SmartHub, you can also receive 
email and text notifications about outages, billing notices, and high-use events. To view 
SmartHub setup instructions, visit Claverack.com/smarthub-101.

Your bill is another commu-
nication tool we use to provide 
important information to our 
consumer-members. Each 
month, the message on the 
front and the graphic on the 
back of your bill are updated. 
If you don’t receive a paper bill 
by mail, please be sure to view 
your bill via your SmartHub 
account so you don’t miss 
out on important and helpful 
messaging.

Communication during 
outages is critical. Signing 
up for text and email outage 
notifications via SmartHub 
is the latest and greatest, but 

Continued on page 12D

C&T Enterprises, Inc. is a jointly owned subsidiary 
of Claverack (Wysox, Pa) and Tri-County 

(Mansfield, Pa) Rural Electric Cooperatives. 
C&T provides shared management and support 

services for the two parent electric cooperatives, the 
cooperatives’ telecom affiliates of Revolution Broadband 

and Tri-Co Connections, and C&T’s subsidiary utilities 
of Wellsboro Electric Co. (Wellsboro, Pa), Citizens’ 

Electric Co. (Lewisburg, Pa), and Valley Energy 
(Sayre, Pa), a natural gas distribution company.

PUTTING MEMBERS FIRST:PUTTING MEMBERS FIRST: Claverack’s local front-office 
member services team that you have come to know and 
appreciate can help you navigate your electric and Internet 
questions. Shown, from left, are: Lisa Milne, Elaina Johnson, 
Maria Belcher, Megan Rought, and Rebecca Allen. 

KAREN  
EVANGELISTI
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The Power of Words 
B RI A N Z E I D N E R , DIRECTOR OF MEMBER SERVICES

A G O O D  F R I E N D  O F  M I N E  A G O O D  F R I E N D  O F  M I N E  recently 
retired. He was a professional 
communicator, had a warm and 
friendly approach, and was excellent 
with people. He conducted thousands 
of interviews and wrote hundreds of 
articles, many printed here in Penn 
Lines. I wish I were more like him.

As a fellow communicator, I have 
many opportunities to engage with you, 

our consumer-members. Sometimes by phone, some-
times by way of articles or printed material, and some-
times in person. Meeting in person is always my favorite 
way to communicate.

Sometimes conversations are fun and easy, sometimes 
complex and challenging, and occasionally they are 
downright difficult. Safety presentations to children are 
fun. Bill investigations can be intense, and discussions 
about rate increases are simply unpleasant!

One of the things I recognize more and more is that 
words matter. We see this with our children. The response 
to “That disappoints me” vs. “I’m proud of you, great job” 
is very different.  When talking with my wife, I find she 
reacts much more positively to “I love you” and “You were 
right” than to “You show me how that can be done, and I’ll 

stand corrected.” You guessed it — the use of those words 
typically results in unpleasant conversations. Even my 
border collie, Miles, is sensitive to my words. His reaction 
to “Do you want to go for ice cream in the truck?” is much 
different than “What are you doing with that cat?”

I recently had to use five of the most powerful words I 
know. “I’m sorry; I was wrong.” Ironically, the need to use 
these words developed because of my choice to use the 
wrong words with my peers. You see, although accurate, 
I wrote something that was not kind or helpful. In fact, as 
I reassessed my words and approach, they were arguably 
offensive.

Although words can’t be unsaid or unwritten, they can 
be used to mend fences. And I found that “I’m sorry” 
resulted in a gracious reaction and a relationship repair.

As a communicator for your electric cooperative, 
engaging with you is a privilege and a pleasure. Much like 
working with my peer groups, working with members like 
you who are appreciative, understanding, and gracious 
brings great satisfaction and a sense of belonging.  

Doing the right thing — because it’s the right thing to do 
— not only applies to actions but to words of encourage-
ment and words of apology. I learned from my newly retired 
friend that choosing words carefully is always right. 

SmartHub: Manage Your 
Account  From  Anywhere

SmartHub, Claverack’s online bill payment and account management program, lets you manage 
all aspects of your account online or with your mobile device. With SmartHub you can:

Signing up for SmartHub is easy. Visit claverack.com, click on the “Pay Bill” button on the 
left side of your screen and follow the registration instructions. The SmartHub mobile app is 
available for download through your app store. Helpful set-up instructions can be found at 
claverack.com/smarthub-101.

K   View bills online 
K   View billing history
K   Change account information
K   Receive notifications about billing, planned outage, and high-use events.
K   Pay your bill online using your checking account, credit or debit card
K   Receive a paperless bill
K   Access your account info on your smartphone or tablet with free mobile app
K   Report power outages and receive outage updates

B RI A N 
Z E I D N E R
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GET THE 
SPEED YOU 
WANT, DAY 
OR NIGHT 

At Revolution Broadband, we'll never "throttle" your 
speed (slow you down at busier times), and you're 
never sharing bandwidth with your neighbors. 

But all your internet-connected devices are sharing 
your household's bandwidth. 

Test your speed at fast.com. If your speed is slower than expected, 
here are three ways to get faster speeds: 

1. Make sure Wi-Fi devices (router and extenders) are in a central
location, out in the open. Putting them inside a cabinet, behind
a wall, or next to something metal can weaken the signal. Placing
Wi-Fi devices higher (like on a shelf) can increase your speed!
(We will ensure that your equipment is located in the optimum
location during installation.)

2. Use the Revolution WiFi app to see which devices are connected
to your network. You can turn devices off and even set time-limits
for users.

3. You may need to upgrade your devices. Older computers, smart
TVs, smartphones, etc., can't always handle today's faster speeds.
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please know you can still use the 
telephone to report an outage or 
check the status of an outage 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. When using 
the phone, we provide the option to 
speak with an available representative 
or use our automated system.

The most important thing to 
remember: We must have your most 
up-to-date contact information 
to reach you successfully. Please 
alert us if your mailing address, 
email address or telephone number 
changes. You can update your 
information with Claverack REC 
and Revolution Broadband in 
several ways. Electronically, you can 
click on the “Contact Us” form on 
either of our websites, update your 
information via SmartHub, or email 
billing@claverack.com.

And just like you’ve always been 
able to do, you can call 800-326-9799, 
include a note with your monthly 
payment, or even stop by our main 
Wysox office during business hours 
to share an update. 

Please let us know if you have any 
suggestions of additional ways we 
might communicate with you. We’re 
listening!

Lastly, we enjoyed the opportunity 
to interact with you at the annual 
meeting on Aug. 30, and you’ll read 
all about it in next month’s edition 
of Penn Lines. We look forward to 
that event every year because it 
allows us to meet face to face to 
answer your questions, listen to your 
concerns and catch up with you, our 
consumer-members. 

KAREN EVANGELISTI
MANAGER OF COMMUNICATIONS  
& MARKETING

GUEST COLUMN 
Continued from page 12A
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SEPTEMBER’S RESPONSES

Getting kids up and out the door for school is a 
challenge, what’s your go-to parenting trick?

“My kids have their own alarms (Alexa) in their bedrooms. 
If they start getting difficult, I take their phones for the 
evening, which usually fixes things quickly. I’ve also been 
known to ‘drop in’ on their Alexas from work and ask why 
they aren’t up and moving yet. Really freaks them out.”

— CHRISTY TOPPER, BEDFORD RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

“Talking to them about their upcoming day — any tests, 
events, after-school activities, etc. — usually helps them 
mentally prepare and hopefully gets them excited about 
going. Other than that, it’s the wife running the show, and 
she is very efficient in maintaining the ‘morning routine.’ ”

— RYAN YOUNG, BEDFORD RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

“I’m probably one of the luckiest parents alive because 
I’ve never had an issue with my kids getting up for school! 
My daughter sets her own alarm and is running around 
half of the time before I’m even out of bed. My son gets 
up when I wake him, and he’s ready to rock!”

— BRITTANY HOPKINS, TRI-COUNTY RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

COMMUNITYCORNER PEOPLE & PLACES

In & Around 
Tri-County Rural  
Electric Cooperative

“Getting away from it all” doesn’t 
have to involve busy airport terminals 
or day-long drives — serenity, or 
adventure, awaits in the Pennsylvania 
Wilds. Much of the eastern reaches of 
the PA Wilds rests within the service 
territory of Mansfield-based Tri-
County Rural Electric Cooperative, 
which serves more than 19,500 homes, 
farms and businesses across 3,300 
miles of line spanning seven counties 
and parts of New York.

As the region’s name implies, trav-
elers to the PA Wilds won’t struggle 
to find a way back to nature. If you’re 
looking for a chance to disconnect, a 
trip to Ole Bull State Park in the Black 
Forest of Potter County will give you a 
fine excuse to ignore your phone.

A short drive from Ole Bull, 
travelers can find Cherry Springs State 
Park, named for the large stretches 

of black cherry trees originally 
found in the area. Recognized by the 
International Dark-Sky Association, 
the park is prime real estate for 
stargazers.

And, of course, there’s Pine Creek 
Gorge, perhaps better known as 
the Pennsylvania Grand Canyon, 
surrounded by approximately 
165,000 acres of the Tioga State 
Forest. The National Park Service 
even designated a 12-mile section 
of the gorge as a National Natural 
Landmark.

There’s always more to explore. 
Know of a hidden gem or generally cool 
place to see in your area? Tell us about it 
at CommunityCorner@prea.com.

Main Office: Mansfield, Pa. 
Consumer-members served: 19,560
Website: tri-countyrec.com

PA GRAND CANYON:PA GRAND CANYON: Set in the Pine Creek Gorge of Tioga State Park, the Pennsylvania Grand  Set in the Pine Creek Gorge of Tioga State Park, the Pennsylvania Grand 
Canyon stretches for 50 miles. Leonard Harrison State Park sits on one side of the canyon and Canyon stretches for 50 miles. Leonard Harrison State Park sits on one side of the canyon and 
Colton Point State Park on the other.Colton Point State Park on the other.

Co-op Q&A
PLEASE EMAIL YOUR ANSWER and a photo of 
yourself to CommunityCorner@prea.com. 
Include your full name, the name of your 
cooperative and a daytime telephone 
number. 
 
 
NOVEMBER’S QUESTION 

No matter what life throws at 
you, there’s always something 
to be thankful for. What 
made you grateful in 2023?
Send your response by MONDAY,  
SEPT. 18, with “November 2023 Q&A” 
in the subject line. 
 
DECEMBER’S QUESTION 

Many families have holiday 
traditions. Tell us about 
your favorite ones.
Send your response by MONDAY,  
OCT. 23, with “December 2023 Q&A” in 
the subject line.
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GET OUT THERE OUTDOORADVENTURES

One Old Goat 
Looking for 
Another
S TE V E PI AT T

I T  WA S N ’ T E A SY, I G N O R I N G  T H I S I T WA S N ’ T E A SY, I G N O R I N G  T H I S 

mountain stream I knew from past 
experience was teeming with wild 
brook trout. But on this morning I 
wasn’t toting a fly rod. Instead, I was 
loaded down with a sand-filled back-
pack, trudging forward with the help 
of trekking poles as I crossed the trickle 
and headed up a steep — very steep — 
utility right of way in Cameron County.

On many levels, this made no 
sense. Here I was, well past my 
hunting prime, enjoying retirement 
and everything that comes with it, 
including Medicare. Cancer and back 
and knee surgeries in my rear-view 
mirror, I’ve grown accustomed to 
dealing with whatever else pops up 
these days, including glaucoma.

Don’t tell me I’m still middle-aged. 
I haven’t seen any 134-year-olds 
lately, have you?

Still, I put myself through these tests 
regularly — this time, in preparation 
for an Alaskan mountain goat hunt. 
This amazing animal has haunted 
me since a 2019 British Columbia 
adventure left me wanting more.

At my age, such a hunt requires 
a singular focus and months of 
preparation that includes regular 
hikes with a load similar in weight 
to what I’ll be taking afield. I seek 
out vertical challenges — exploring 
trails in Sullivan County’s Worlds End 
State Park, an area served by Sullivan 
County Rural Electric Cooperative; 
bushwhacking through state forest 
tracts, often in the heat of the day; 
accepting challenges that sometimes 
focus on distance, rather than 
elevation; and taking quick workouts 
on hills closer to home.

I try to strike a delicate balance 
between hikes that lead to sore 
muscles and those that push me to 
the point where an injury would stall 
my preparation or — worse yet — 
force a devastating decision to cancel 
the hunt. As long as the aches and 
pains are in different locations each 
day, I’m thinking I’m fine.

There are also regular sessions at 
the shooting range, extending my 
comfort zone out to 300 yards and 
beyond with my Browning X-Bolt and 
300 Winchester Magnum. It’s a two-
pronged effort, for it makes no sense 
to make the climb only to blow the 
shot or, conversely, to be an expert 
marksman and then be unable to 
traverse the rugged landscape where 
the goats reside.

Out of necessity, the trip planning 
and preparation have monopolized 
the summer. In addition to the work-
outs and range sessions, there are 
countless details to finetune: flights, 
hotels, gear purchases, even contacts 
with taxidermists ahead of the hunt, 
planning for success that may or may 
not occur.

But ultimately, it’s about being able 
to make the climb. It’s a question 
that won’t be answered until the 
hunt itself, and while I can exude 
confidence now, the honest response 
to that question is, “I don’t know.”

Fear is a great motivator. Fear of not 
being able to navigate the rugged, wet, 
vertical landscape to get to the goats. 
Fear of surrendering to the mountain 
and watching the time, effort, and 
expense end somewhere well below 
where I need to be. Fear of failure.

So I hike, not for enjoyment but out 
of necessity, accompanied only by the 
female voice from the navigational 
app on my phone, counting out the 
miles and pace as I progress up and 
down my route. I’m not able to check 
the vertical tally until the end of my 
workout; sometimes I’m happy, other 
times, I’m disappointed and vow to 
find a steeper challenge.

I remind myself I’ve done this 
before, surprising even my B.C. guide 
when we made grueling, daily climbs 
into high elevations that ultimately 
didn’t result in a filled tag.

But that was four years ago. Can I do 
it again … this time in the mountains 
off Prince William Sound, a virtual rain 
forest that’s home to great numbers 
of goats who live where no one else 
wants to.

I chuckle at the irony. One old goat 
looking for another. 

STEVE PIATTSTEVE PIATT  is a veteran newspaper editor and is a veteran newspaper editor and 
outdoor writer who along with his wife, Paula, has outdoor writer who along with his wife, Paula, has 
hunted and fished across North America. He is hunted and fished across North America. He is 
most at home on the water and in the fields of the most at home on the water and in the fields of the 
Keystone State. He lives in Bradford County.Keystone State. He lives in Bradford County.

TAKING STOCK:TAKING STOCK: Writer Steve Piatt contemplates — and prepares for — his next hunting 
adventure, a trip to Prince William Sound to snag an elusive mountain goat.
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COOPERATIVEKITCHEN FRESH TAKES ON SEASONAL RECIPES

 3 medium peaches, diced
	 2	cups	flour
 3/4 cup brown sugar
 1 tablespoon baking powder
 1 teaspoon salt
 1 teaspoon cinnamon
 1/2 teaspoon nutmeg
 1/4 teaspoon cloves
 1 cup quick-cooking oats
 1 cup milk
 2 eggs, beaten
 1/4 cup canola oil

 1 cup granulated sugar
 1 cup water, divided
 1 teaspoon vanilla
            Ice cubes
 8 ounces coffee, chilled
 1/4 cup almond milk

 2 medium-ripe bananas
 1 1/4 cups sugar
 1/2 cup butter, melted
 1 teaspoon vanilla
 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
 1/4	cup	whole-wheat	flour
 1/2	cup	all-purpose	flour
 1/4 cup cocoa powder
 1/3 cup peanut butter
 2 tablespoons water

PEACH OATMEAL BREAD

CARAMEL ICED COFFEE

PEANUT BUTTER BANANA BROWNIES

Wash, pit and chop the peaches to equal 2 cups; set 
aside. In a large mixing bowl, sift together the flour, 
brown sugar, baking powder, salt and spices. Stir in the 
oats. In a separate bowl, combine the milk, eggs and 
canola oil. Add the wet mixture to the dry ingredients, 
stirring until moistened. Stir in the peaches. Pour 
the batter into a greased 9-by-5-by-3-inch loaf pan. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour or until an inserted 
toothpick comes out clean. Cool for 10 minutes, then 
turn the bread onto a cooling rack. Makes 1 loaf.

Make a simple syrup by placing the sugar and a 1/2 cup 
of water in a medium saucepan. Bring the mixture to 
a boil, stirring often. After the sugar dissolves, boil the 
mixture for 7 to 10 minutes without stirring. The syrup 
will turn a light brown color. Remove from the heat and 
slowly add the remaining water and the vanilla. Pour 
the syrup into a heat-proof container and place in the 
refrigerator to thicken. Fill a glass with ice. Pour the 
chilled coffee and 1 tablespoon caramel syrup over the 
ice. Add the almond milk and stir. Store leftover syrup in 
an airtight container in the refrigerator. Makes 1 serving.

FA L L I S  A B U SY T I M E  FA L L I S  A B U SY T I M E  of the year. As school and work activities increase, we 
often find ourselves in a state of tension and frustration. It’s important to give 
ourselves permission to take a break. Hitting the pause button from everyday 
responsibilities helps us maintain our mental and physical health.

For some people, breaktime includes exercising, napping or browsing social 
media. I enjoy listening to music while munching on a homemade snack. Brownies 
and quick breads are my source of happiness, especially when served with a cup of 
cold — yes, I said cold! — coffee. 

ANNE M. ANNE M. KIRCHNERKIRCHNER focuses her writing on human connections, travel and culinary arts, researching food  focuses her writing on human connections, travel and culinary arts, researching food 
origins, exploring cooking techniques, and creating new recipes.origins, exploring cooking techniques, and creating new recipes.

Relax and 
Take a Break
A N N E M . K I RC H N E R

PHOTOS BY ANNE M. KIRCHNER

Mash the bananas in a mixing bowl. Add the sugar, 
butter, vanilla and salt. Stir to combine; set aside. In a 
separate bowl, combine the whole-wheat flour, all-
purpose flour and cocoa powder. Add the flour mixture 
to the banana mixture; stir gently to avoid overmixing. 
Pour the batter into an 8-by-8-inch greased baking dish. 
In a small bowl, blend the peanut butter with the water. 
Drop small dollops of the thinned peanut butter on top 
of the batter. Use a butter knife to swirl in the peanut 
butter. Bake at 350 degrees for 35 to 45 minutes or until 
firm. Cool completely before serving. Makes 9 servings.
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HOME ENERGY SOLUTIONS SMARTCIRCUITS

Metal Roofs 
Last a Lifetime, 
Reduce Cooling 
Costs
JA M E S D U LLE Y

D E A R  J I M :  D E A R  J I M :  My old shingle roof is 
about 20 years old and the south side 
has a leak. I might try a metal roof. 
What are my options and are they 
really more efficient? — Janet K.
D E A R  JA N E T:  D E A R  JA N E T:  Metal roofs can keep 
your house cooler during summer. 
This can dramatically improve your 
family’s comfort and reduce your 
electric bills if you air-condition. 
During the winter, these roofs have 
a negligible impact on the energy 
efficiency of your house. I installed an 
aluminum-simulated shake roof on 
my own home.

Most metal roofs reflect away more 
of the sun’s heat than asphalt shingle 
roofs, particularly those that have 
black or any non-white shingles. This 
keeps the roofing materials cooler so 
less heat is radiated down through 
the ceilings to the living area. Also, 
the underside of the metal surface 
has lower emissivity than shingles, so 
even less heat radiates down to the 
ceiling below.

The final energy advantage is the 
metal is relatively thin, and has a con-
tour stamped into it to simulate other 
shingle styles. This contour creates an 
air gap between most of the roofing 
and the roof sheathing below it. With 
a sloped roof, outdoor air naturally 
circulates under the metal roof to 
keep it cooler.

Installing a metal roof can cost 
significantly more than standard, 
or even decorative, architectural 
fiberglass shingles. However, you 
can expect a metal roof to last 
at least 50 years, and some have 

lifetime warranties. You may also get 
a reduction in your homeowner’s 
insurance premiums because hot 
embers from a nearby house fire will 
not ignite a metal roof like they would 
shingles or real wood shakes.

There are many residential metal 
roofing materials from which to select. 
Aluminum is the most lightweight 
and much of it is made from recycled 
beverage cans. This, along with the 
energy savings and reduced landfill 
waste from replacing shingles every 
20 years, makes it Earth-friendly for 
decades. 

Simulated cedar shake and barrel-
tile aluminum roofing styles are 
particularly attractive and efficient. 
They are delivered as large panels 
to hasten installation and eliminate 
the possibility of single shakes or 
tiles being blown off during storms. 
Copper and stainless steel are also 
very attractive and available in many 
styles, but their cost is often outside 
the budgets of most homeowners.

Steel roofing is also becoming more 
popular on homes. Painted standing-
seam or tile-steel roofing is very 

durable. Instead of trying to simulate 
some type of standard roofing 
material, the bright colors and unique 
appearance are signatures of upscale 
homes. Powder-coating with Kynar 
in a multi-step process enhances 
durability and is commonly used on 
both steel and aluminum.

Old asphalt shingles are often 
cracked with curled edges and have 
to be torn off before new shingles are 
installed. Most metal roofs, because 
of their rigidity, can be installed over 
existing shingles no matter their 
condition. This saves the cost of 
tearing off the old shingles — often 
about $1,000.

No matter what type of new roof 
you select, install an attic ridge vent 
and make sure there is an adequate 
soffit vent inlet area. While the new 
roofing is being installed, it is a 
relatively quick job for the roofers 
to install the ridge while they are up 
there. 

Have a question for Jim? Send inquiries to JAMES JAMES 
DULLEY, DULLEY, Penn Lines, 6906 Royalgreen Drive, 
Cincinnati, OH 45244 or visit dulley.com.

STAY COOL:STAY COOL:	Although	metal	roofs	may	cost	significantly	more	than	traditional	shingles,	they	
can last a lifetime and will keep your house cool in the summer.
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The search for renewable 
energy has led producers 
to an unlikely resource
J E N N A H D E N N E Y

ENERGYMATTERS
 

POWERING YOUR LIFE

B I O M A S S  E N E R GY, W H I C H  CO N V E RT S B I O M A S S  E N E R GY, W H I C H  CO N V E RT S 

animal, human and plant waste 
into energy, is gaining popularity 
as a renewable energy source. 
Biomass energy reduces waste and 
greenhouse gas emissions, generates 
electricity and provides additional 
advantages. 

Creating energy from 
biomass requires several 
phases. First, the collection 
and transfer of waste to a 
processing plant where, 
after sorting, the waste 
can be converted to 
energy through a variety of 
processes:

•  Anaerobic digestion 
— breaking down 
organic waste without 
oxygen — is a frequent 
approach. Bio-gas can 
be burned to generate 
power or heat from this 
method.

•  Incinerating biomass 
also generates energy. 
This involves a controlled 
burning of organic waste 
to generate power or 
heat.

•  Pyrolysis is a third 
biomass-to-energy 
technique. Bio-oil, 
a liquid fuel used to 
generate power or heat, 
is produced by heating 
biological waste with-
out oxygen.

Advantages of  
biomass energy

Since waste is constantly 
being produced, biomass 
energy is considered a 
renewable source. Farms 
and other agricultural 

enterprises produce animal waste 
every day, and crop harvesting 
generates plant waste. Human waste 
also provides energy-generating 
organic material.

Electricity generated from waste 
is environmentally sustainable 
and reduces landfill waste and 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Cost savings is another significant 
advantage of biomass energy. 
Additionally, biomass energy can 
be produced locally, which reduces 
reliance on foreign energy sources, 
stabilizes energy prices and economic 
risks, and creates employment 
opportunities in waste management 
and energy.

Disadvantages of  
biomass energy

Even though there are major 
advantages to biomass energy, there 
are a few drawbacks. Not all organic 
waste can be converted to energy, 
and certain waste materials are 
contaminated, therefore unsuited for 
biomass energy production. 

Biomass energy production can 
also be costly when waste must 
be transported long distances to a 
processing facility. To address these 
issues, the cost and efficiency of 
biomass energy production are being 
improved, and new technologies 
are being developed to enhance 
anaerobic digestion and other 
biomass energy production methods.

Despite these challenges, biomass 
energy has the potential to become 
an important renewable energy 
source. 

JENNAH DENNEY JENNAH DENNEY writes on consumer and writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National Rural Electric cooperative affairs for the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, the national trade Cooperative Association, the national trade 
association representing more than 900 local association representing more than 900 local 
electric cooperatives. electric cooperatives. 

From Waste to (Energy!) Wealth
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FAMILY & COMMUNITY RURALROOTS

Up the Valley, Across the Crick
M IT C H E LL K Y D

I  D I D N ’ T U N D E R STA N D  W H Y S H E  I  D I D N ’ T U N D E R STA N D  W H Y S H E  looked so confused, so 
I repeated my answer with the highway route number as 
reference. When I told my friend Judy I was going up the 
valley to the Amish greenhouse for summer flowers, her 
eyebrows wrinkled again and she tilted her head to ask: 
“Up the valley? What does that mean???”

Sometimes, when you’ve known a thing forever, it’s easy 
to forget that other people may never understand it that way. 
Where I live, “up the valley” means any place north of where 
you are along a beautiful ribbon of road that stretches for 
miles past farmland and small woods, connecting little dots 
of towns between two wideset mountain ranges. “Down 
the valley” means whatever you’re discussing is south of 
you. Everybody from here 
knows that. If you’re new 
to that drive and don’t take 
in the full picture, the views 
far right and left, I guess you 
could miss the fact that our 
chunk of state road meets the 
textbook definition.

I suppose I complicated 
the issue when I told Judy 
to watch for landmarks. All 
she needed to do to find my 
greenhouse was turn right at 
the only traffic light for miles 
and then turn left, across the 
crick.

I know “crick” actually 
means a painful, stiff feeling, especially in your neck. I also 
know “crick” is our colloquialism. I’m always hoping the 
fact that I recognize a colloquialism might validate I also 
know I’m using one.  

I’ve lived up the valley for a very long time and to 
pronounce it “creek” simply feels wrong. It betrays my 
authenticity. Think of it as a choice similar to the soda-
versus-pop debate over carbonated drinks, or the southern 
version where “coke” is often the generic reference to 
everything sweet, bottled and fizzy. Those words all refer 
to the same thing, but instantly say something about what 
part of the country you truly call home.  

When the day came to buy hanging baskets and 
impatiens, my morning excursion checked all the boxes. 
Sun. Scenery. Wildlife. Happy moments. As I was driving, 

a hawk swooped onto a utility line to survey the daily 
specials for his breakfast to-go. Three does crossed in front 
of me — after an all-night smorgasbord at a nearby farm or 
garden, no doubt.

Greenhouse day also turned out to be the last day 
of school in that part of the valley, and rather than be 
annoyed at the delays for bus stops and starts, I had to 
smile as kids flew down the steps for the very last time that 
school year. Nearly all had someone waiting in the yard, 
often a mom or dad, but sometimes there were younger 
siblings, too. For the big kids coming home, the summer 
lay waiting like a giant book of the best stories ever written. 
For some littles, summer was the only thing standing 

between them and their 
chance to climb up those 
same bus steps on their very 
first day of school.  

The last bit of the drive 
into the greenhouse is a dirt 
road. There is no flashing 
signage, no paved parking, 
and no chance you’re going 
to be able to pay with your 
plastic. There’s also no 
admission charge to step 
inside a vibrant piece of 
living artwork, where the 
contrast is women in long 
gray dresses and aprons 
moving among the tables 

with watering cans, tenderly pinching off spent blooms. As 
I was filling my flats, the distinctive whistle of a bobwhite 
quail drifted through the open doors. 

“Yes, they’re starting to come back,” my plant whisperer 
said when I told her I hadn’t heard that bob-bob white call 
in years. It was a perfect day.

It’s time for fall flowers now, and I think I’ll take Judy 
with me. She can overload on potted mums and enjoy 
a beautiful ride. When her friends ask where she got 
such magnificent flowers, she can also direct them with 
confidence: up the valley, across the crick. 

YVONNE BUTTS-MITCHELL YVONNE BUTTS-MITCHELL celebrates the joys and poignant moments of rural celebrates the joys and poignant moments of rural 
living under the pen name Mitchell Kyd. Her stories from the Path Valley Hotel living under the pen name Mitchell Kyd. Her stories from the Path Valley Hotel 
were hatched by encounters with contractors, critters and creepy crawlies were hatched by encounters with contractors, critters and creepy crawlies 
while rehabbing the family cabin after its 17-year stint as a giant closet.while rehabbing the family cabin after its 17-year stint as a giant closet.
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ISSUE MONTH AD DEADLINE
November 2023 September 14
December 2023 October 13
January 2024 November 15

Please note ads must be received by the due 
date to be included in requested issue month; 
ads received after the due date will run in next 
issue. Written notice of changes/cancelations 
must be received 30 days prior to issue month. 
No ads accepted by phone/email. For more 
information, please call 717-233-5704.
CLASSIFIED AD SUBMISSION/RATES:

ELECTRIC CO-OP MEMBERS:
$20 per month for 30 words or less, 
plus 50¢ for each additional word.
NON-MEMBERS:
$70 per month for 30 words or less,  
plus $1.50 for each additional word.
SPECIAL HEADINGS:
$5 for co-op members, $10 for non-members. 
The special heading fee applies to any heading 
not listed under “FREE HEADINGS,” even if the 
heading is already appearing in Penn Lines. For 
ads running a special heading in consecutive 
months, the fee is a one-time fee of either 
$5 or $10 for all consecutive insertions.
PAYMENT:
Please make CHECK/MONEY ORDER payable 
to: PREA/Penn Lines. Insertion of classified ad 
serves as proof of publication; no proofs supplied.

SEND COMPLETED AD COPY 
AND PAYMENT TO:
Penn Lines Classifieds  
P.O. Box 1266 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266
PLEASE SUBMIT A CLEARLY WRITTEN OR 
TYPED SHEET WITH THE FOLLOWING 
REQUIRED INFORMATION:
	❏  Cooperative members should  
please submit the mailing label from 
Penn Lines as proof of membership.
	❏ Non-members should submit 
name, address, phone number, and 
email address, if applicable.
	❏ Month(s) in which the ad is to run.
	❏ Ad copy as it is to appear in the publication.
	❏  Heading ad should appear under, or 
name of special heading (additional fee). 
See below for FREE heading options.

FREE HEADINGS:
	❏ Around the House
	❏ Business 
Opportunities
	❏ Employment 
Opportunities
	❏ Gift & Craft Ideas
	❏ Livestock & Pets
	❏ Miscellaneous

	❏ Motor Vehicles 
& Boats
	❏ Nursery & Garden
	❏ Real Estate
	❏ Recipes & Food
	❏ Tools & Equipment
	❏ Travel & Tourism
	❏ Wanted to Buy

CLASSIFIEDADVERTISING 

AA ROOFING

EXPERTS IN HARD-TO-FIND LEAKS! Roof repairs — 
all types. House, barn roofs painted. Slate work, 
chimney repairs. Southwestern Pa. for over 40 years. 
Speedy service! 814-445-4400.

AROUND THE HOUSE

CLOCK REPAIR: If you have an antique grandfather 
clock, mantel clock or old pocket watch that needs 
restored, we can fix any timepiece. Macks Clock 
Repair: 814-421-7992.

FOR SALE: HARMAN E MODEL CW30 WOOD/COAL 
stove. Call for details. 570-777-7068 or 570-353-6920. 

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS FOR $12. 
“Country Cooking” — $5, including postage. “Recipes 
Remembered” — $7, including postage. Both of these 
cookbooks are a collection of recipes from men and 
women of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Write 
Attention: Cookbooks.

BUILDING SUPPLIES   

STEEL ROOFING AND SIDING. Over 30 years in 
business. Several profiles cut to length. 29- and 
26-gauge best quality residential roofing — 40-year 
warranty. Also, seconds, heavy gauges, accessories, 
etc. Installation available. Located northwestern 
Pennsylvania. 814-398-4052.

FACTORY SECONDS of insulation, 4 x 8 sheets, foil back. 
R-value 6.5 per inch. Great for pole buildings, garages, 
etc. Many thicknesses available. Also blue board insula-
tion sheets. 814-442-6032.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

FOR SALE: ESTABLISHED FLOWER & GIFT SHOP. 
Contents only. Serious inquiries only. Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Call 814-848-7522.

CONSULTING FORESTRY SERVICES

NOLL’S FORESTRY SERVICES.  Timber Sales, Appraisals, 
Management Plans, Land Sales, Hunting Leases, 
Wildlife Habitat Management. FREE Timber Land 
Recommendations. 30 years experience. Real estate 
agent. Visit www.nollsforestryservices.com. Call Ron, 
724-422-5525.

CENTRE FOREST RESOURCES. Forest Management 
Services, Wildlife Habitat Management, Timber Sales, 
Appraisals. College-educated, professional, ethical for-
esters working for you. FREE Timber Consultation. 814-
571-7130.

RAYSTOWN FORESTRY CONSULTING. Timber sales, 
appraisals, wildlife habitat management. Dedicated 
to sustainable harvests for present and future genera-
tions to enjoy. 45 years experience. 814-448-0040 or  
814-448-2405.

FIRST AID & CPR/AED

FIRST AID & CPR/AED CERTIFICATION CLASSES 
made convenient for your needs. We travel to you! 
American Heart Association, Red Cross and Stop the 
Bleed classes available for all types of businesses and 
professions. 15+ years of experience teaching as a 
first responder and health care worker, we efficiently 
deliver quality and timely education or recertification 
to those in need. For more information, contact 
us anytime at info@safety-educators.com or call  
717-504-5737.

HEALTH INSURANCE

DO YOU HAVE THE BLUES regarding your health 
insurance? We cater to rural America’s health insur-
ance needs. For more information, call 800-628-
7804. Call us regarding Medicare supplements, too.

HEATING & COOLING – GEOTHERMAL

SAVE UP TO 70% IN HEATING, COOLING AND HOT 
WATER COSTS with a geothermal comfort system 
from WaterFurnace using the free energy in your own 
yard. Benefits include energy savings, comfort, quiet, 
safe, reliable, and long life. For a dealer near you, visit 
www.waterfurnace.com or call 1-800-GEO-SAVE.

LOG HOMES

OLD KENTUCKY LOGS. The look of authentic hand-
hewn logs. Lightweight concrete siding for new or 
existing structures. O’Harah Concrete, Inc. Facebook, 
oharahs@yahoo.com, 814-653-8791.

MEATS

MCMULLEN PREMIUM BLACK ANGUS FREEZER BEEF, 
Ashville, Pa. Grass-fed and grain-finished with rich 
marbling. No growth-promoting hormones or anti-
biotics. Quarter, half and whole. $3.00/lb. hanging 
weight plus processing; price subject to change. 
www.mcmullenbeef.com. 814-674-2332.

ANGUS FREEZER BEEF. $2.50/lb. HANGING WEIGHT, 
plus processing. No antibiotics or hormones, grass-fed, 
grain-finished, excellent marbling. By the quarter, half 
or whole – discount for halves and multiple quarters. 
Allison Farmz, Alexandria, Pa. 814-669-4014.

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE: BUCKETS, FORKS, THUMBS, grapple buck-
ets and pallet forks for skid loaders, backhoes, and 
excavators. Tires for backhoes, rubber tire loaders and 
excavators also. Call 814-329-0118.

MOTOR VEHICLES & BOATS

2013 WINNEBAGO ASPECT MOTORHOME with 
50,000 miles and 2013 Jeep Wrangler Sport 
with 90,000 miles. Excellent condition. Includes 
tow bar and braking system. $85,000 for both.  
Text 814-490-9029 for more information.

NURSERY & GARDEN

TREES AND SHRUBS for all your landscaping needs. 
Rare, unusual, amazing. Bloomfield Nursery. 167 
Sproul Mountain Road, Roaring Spring, PA 16673. 
814-224-4508.
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NURSERY & GARDEN

FOR SALE: 40” ROUND GLASS PATIO TABLE, four 
chairs, large umbrella. $69. Leave name, number, 
and message at 814-590-4214.

POWDER COATING

ALMOST ANYTHING METAL can be powder coated: 
auto parts, lawn furniture, wheels, etc. Restores, 
protects, preserves. 1,200-degree manifold coating. 
Arthurs Powder Coating, 263 Sexton Road, Indiana, 
PA 15701. 724-349-3770.

REAL ESTATE

VIRGINIA’S EASTERN SHORE. Fishermen and beach 
lover’s paradise. Access Chesapeake Bay or Atlantic 
Ocean within minutes. Waterside Village 3/4-acre 
homesites near marina from $18,000 with fenced 
and locked RV/camper storage available. Beach 
access nearby. Waterfront sites available on bayside 
and seaside. Many free boat ramps within min-
utes. Low, low taxes. Kirkwoodontheshore.com.  
757-678-7631.

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL? Timberland Realty 
specializes in land, sporting properties, camps, 
cabins, farms, waterfront, exquisite second homes 
and timberland since 1987. Call our office at 716-
962-9935 or agents by region — Western Pa.: Craig 
Wozniak, 412-559-4198, Ron Westover, 724-422-
5525. Central Pa.: John Tallman, 717-921-2476. Brian 
Bullard, Managing Broker, 716-499-5608. Website:  
www.timberlandrealty.net.

109-PLUS-ACRE FARM, SOUTHERN SOMERSET COUNTY, 
PA. Modern farm house, 40’ x 100’ machine shed 
and barn. Spring and well water. Great hunting and 
fishing. 5 miles from state game lands. Interested, call  
814-267-5238.

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE: NEAR PUNXSUTAWNEY – 89 ACRES. HOME, 
barn, ponds, fields, woods, $379,000. Near Lock 
Haven — 211.5 acres, timber, trails, adjoins state game 
lands, all rights transfer, $567,000. Bedford County 
— 462 acres with harvestable timber. www.timberlan-
drealty.net. Pa. agent Ron Westover, 724-422-5525,  
716-962-9935.

RECIPES & FOOD

SPECIAL OFFER – BOTH COOKBOOKS FOR $12. 
“Country Cooking” — $5, including postage. “Recipes 
Remembered” — $7, including postage. Both of these 
cookbooks are a collection of recipes from men and 
women of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. 
Write Attention: Cookbooks. 

SHAKLEE

FREE SAMPLE Shaklee’s Energy Tea. Combination 
red, green and white teas that are natural, delicious, 
refreshing, safe. For sample or more information on 
tea or other Shaklee Nutrition/Weight Loss Products: 
814-392-4383 or www.pws.shaklee.com/sbarton.

TRACTOR PARTS – REPAIR/RESTORATION

ARTHURS TRACTORS. Specializing in vintage Ford 
tractors, 30 years experience, online parts catalog/
prices, Indiana, PA 15701. Contact us at 877-254-
FORD (3673) or www.arthurstractors.com.

TRAVEL & TOURISM

NEW SMYRNA BEACH, Florida, oceanfront condo rent-
al. Two bedroom, two bath, deck overlooking beach 
and pool. $895/week or $3,200/month, plus taxes 
and cleaning fees. No pets. Not available Jan. - Mar.  
Call 814-635-4332 or 814-979-8058. 

PATTON, PA — Fully furnished 3-bedroom home for rent. 
Located 2 miles from Rock Run Recreation and Prince 
Gallitzen State Park. Rates starting at $75 a night. 814-
674-8037 or 814-656-2945.

VAN RENTAL

15-PASSENGER VANS TO MINI-VANS to car rentals. 
Call Rent-A-Wreck in Erie. Locally owned for the last 
37 years. Rent-A-Wreck, 814-833-9941.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC American and foreign cars, 
motorcycles, trucks, Broncos, Blazers and Scouts. 
Any condition. Will buy entire car collections.  
krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-577-8206.

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC motorcycles wanted. All makes 
and sizes. BSA, Norton, Triumph, Honda, Yamaha, 
Suzuki, Kawasaki, etc. krmiller1965@yahoo.com.  
717-577-8206.

TOYOTA SKID STEER LOADERS – Older models of #7, #8 
or #10. Any condition or hours. Engines, pumps, or any 
part of machines. 330-696-1399. Will travel for pick up.

LOOKING TO BUY ADVERTISING ITEMS such as signs, 
clocks, thermometers, globes, and pumps. Gas & oil, 
soda, beer. Please call or text me. I buy single items or 
entire collections. 814-952-5449.

SEE IF YOUR LAND QUALIFIES ↓

(866) 792-0937

top of the tree and top of antler are level.
bottom base of the tree and bottom base of the deer is 9.5”. wording 
is centered below with a 0.75” bu�er on each side.
‘Leasing’ text is Myriad Pro Semibold 40pt 1250 tracking between 
letters.

COLORS:

Green: #0a6b37
Brown: #502d12
Silver Big Duck: #808284
Silver Small Duck: #8f9194
Black: #231f20 HUNTING LEASE 

COMPANY IN AMERICA

LANDOWNERS 

THOUSANDS
OF DOLLARS

COULD EARN

PER YEAR

B A S E C A M P L E A S I N G . C O M

Reach nearly 167,000 
rural Pennsylvania 

households! Advertise 
in Penn Lines. For more 

information, please 
visit our website at  

www.prea.com/ 
penn-lines-magazine  
or call 717.233.5704
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Sometimes, Humor Just Finds Me 
J O H N K A S U N

I F  YO U  R E A D  T H E  S H O RT I F  YO U  R E A D  T H E  S H O RT bio at the end of each of my 
columns, you will see it states that I “look for humor in 
everyday life.” While that is true, it does not tell the whole 
story. I swear sometimes the humor gods follow me 
around to see if they can do something that will appear 
in the next column, and that was just what happened one 
recent evening. 

I was finishing up a “honey-do” project for my wife 
when I ran short of material. I had just enough time to 
make it to the building supply center if I rushed. A short 
time later, I pulled into the store’s parking lot and realized I 
was not the only one who ran out of something. I grabbed 
the first available parking 
space toward the back 
of the lot and rushed in-
side. I found everything I 
needed, but now I was at 
the back of the checkout 
line. I finally paid and 
headed out the door 
with little time left before 
closing.

As I left, darkness 
was falling. The lot was 
full when I arrived, but 
now my truck looked 
pretty stupid sitting all 
by itself near the edge 
of the empty lot. As I 
got closer, something 
white caught my eye 
next to the driver’s door. 
At first glance, I assumed it was a ball of newspaper or 
some wrapping paper, but I then realized it had a definite 
shape — and it was not a bundle of paper. When I was only 
a few steps away, I knew what I thought it was, but felt that 
was impossible. Finally, standing over the white object, I 
realized it was … a turkey. 

It wasn’t a farm-white turkey with feathers. No, this 
one was naked — and dead. How do I know? Its head 
was missing, and it had one of those plastic buttons in its 
chest that pop when the bird is done cooking. And there 
it was, lying on its back with its legs pointed skyward. Now 
you might assume it was a store-bought turkey, still in its 
wrapper, but no; this bird was unwrapped and thawed out. 

The only thing this turkey was missing was stuffing and a 
roasting pan. 

I glanced around the vacant lot for its owner, but no one 
was in sight. My first reaction was to take it into the store 
and turn it in to lost-and-found, but how stupid would that 
announcement be? 

“Attention shoppers, would the person who lost a 
20-pound, fully dressed turkey in our parking lot please 
come to the service desk to identify and claim.”

My mind raced: “Who was this turkey? What was it 
mixed up in? Was this a drug deal gone bad or was it gang 
related?” I even wondered if somehow it was a warning to 

me. Maybe one of my 
columns upset a reader, 
and this turkey was to 
warn me to back off or 
the same would happen 
to me. I guess if I had a 
pet turkey that would 
have made more sense.

It was a cool evening, 
and for a brief second, 
I considered taking the 
bird home, but my wife 
is really fussy about the 
food she prepares and 
germs. She wouldn’t be 
happy to learn I found 
this turkey next to my 
truck in an unsanitized 
parking lot. No, the best 
thing to do was wipe my 

prints off anything I had touched and avoid looking into 
the security cameras as I left the lot. 

Later that evening, as I related what had occurred to my 
wife, she laughed and said, “I believe you because I know 
all the weird stuff that happens to you. But you can’t use 
this in a column. No one will believe you.” 

“I know,” I said, “but it actually happened, and it’s funny. 
It’s a go!” 

JOHN KASUN, JOHN KASUN, a lifelong Pennsylvanian with more than 30 years of writing a lifelong Pennsylvanian with more than 30 years of writing 
experience, looks for the humor in everyday life and then tells a story from experience, looks for the humor in everyday life and then tells a story from 
that perspective. He is a member of Huntingdon-based Valley Rural Electric that perspective. He is a member of Huntingdon-based Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative.Cooperative.

PUNCHLINES LAUGHING AT LIFE
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TOM & MELISSA COTTLE • NEW ENTERPRISE REC

TONDA SAUL • SOMERSET REC

AMY PROPER • NORTHWESTERN REC

WAYNE VARGA • TRI-COUNTY REC

Wave Goodbye to Heat
O N E  M I N U T E  YO U ’ R E  R O C K I N G  A O N E  M I N U T E  YO U ’ R E  R O C K I N G  A pair of shorts and a 
T-shirt, and the next, you’re wondering if it’s time to 
break out your favorite hoodie and jeans. As Penn-
sylvania’s chaotic climate reluctantly transitions from 
summer to fall, take a photo of the beautiful moments 
in between for the annual Rural Reflections contest! 
Winners in five categories (artistic, human, landscape, 
animal and editor’s choice) will receive $75 each, and 
runners-up will each receive $25. 

RURALREFLECTIONS

AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHERSAMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHERS  are encouraged to send are encouraged to send photos for the 2023 “Rural Reflections” contest (no digital files) to: photos for the 2023 “Rural Reflections” contest (no digital files) to: Penn LinesPenn Lines Photos, P.O. Box 1266,  Photos, P.O. Box 1266, 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266. On the back of each photo, include your name, address, phone number and the name of the electric cooperative that serves your Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266. On the back of each photo, include your name, address, phone number and the name of the electric cooperative that serves your 
home, business or seasonal residence.home, business or seasonal residence.

Remember: Our Remember: Our publication deadlines require us to work in advance, so send your seasonal photos in early. Photos that do not reflect any specific season may publication deadlines require us to work in advance, so send your seasonal photos in early. Photos that do not reflect any specific season may 
be sent at any time. Photos will be returned at the end of the contest year if a self-addressed, stamped envelope is included.be sent at any time. Photos will be returned at the end of the contest year if a self-addressed, stamped envelope is included.
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ADDRESS CHANGES:
For change of address, please contact your local electric 
cooperative. For cooperative contact information, 
please visit www.prea.com/member-cooperatives


